COASTAL AMERICA 2012 AWARDS PROGRAM NOMINATION FORM

Please circle the award type (only one) you are recommending this team for:

(Partnership Award )  -   Spirit Award -   Special Recognition Award
1. Full Name of Nominated Team:  Bandon Marsh Restoration Team.
2. Nominator Contact Information:
 Name: 


Rick Brown, NOAA (Captain ret.)
 Title or position: 

Site Manager, NOAA’s  Newport Research Station
Agency or Organization:

NOAA, NMFS, Northwest Fisheries Science Center
 Address: 


2032 OSU Drive, 
 City, State and Zip Key: 
Newport, OR  97365
 Tel: 



(541) 867 - 0522
Cell:



(541) 961 - 9021
 Fax: 



(541) 867 -0505
 Email:



Rick.brown@noaa.gov
3. What is the lead Federal Agency (if any) for this project? (or lead organization for Special Recognition Awards): ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Oregon Coast National Wildlife Refuge Complex.
 4. Please provide a brief abstract overview of the project you are nominating (1 page max.) 
Abstract
In 1995, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service began planning to expand Bandon Marsh National Wildlife Refuge to add the Ni-les’tun Unit.  The purpose of Refuge expansion was to acquire privately-owned diked lowland pastures and restore tidal salt marsh habitat that occurred there historically.  Land acquisition occurred from 2000-2004 and restoration planning was initiated in 2000.  The 418-acre tidal marsh restoration project completed in September 2011, is the largest ever constructed in Oregon and second largest in the Pacific Northwest.  This project required the simultaneous management of three major construction projects.  Known and suspected archaeological sites were scattered throughout the project area, further adding to the complexity of the project.  Construction work was accomplished over a three-year period from 2009-2011.  The project was designed to provide the greatest ecological values, simulate historic conditions and function naturally.  Long-term post construction monitoring of biological, physical, and archaeological parameters has been implemented.

--

The Bandon Marsh Tidal Restoration Project supports Coastal America’s missions and goals.  The project was a decade-long results-driven collaborative process involving more than 40 partners including Federal, state, tribal and local governments, universities, natural resources NGOs, joint ventures, oils spill trustees, businesses, private landowners, and volunteers.  All of these entities were eager to contribute to this project by providing their expertise and assisting with design, planning, permitting, research, monitoring, construction and funding.  In addition to the actual restoration of tidal marsh, this project also included two other major construction projects including rebuilding of a county road through the project area and undergrounding an aerial electrical transmission line under the estuary.  The scope and complexity of these latter two projects required expertise not found in natural resource agencies and organizations.  Over 3.2 miles of North Bank Lane were rebuilt and improved, and two sections were raised 7-8’ to prevent flooding of the road by high tides following restoration.  A 25Kv overhead electrical transmission line was relocated underground, which required boring under the river and up a steep hillside.  The transmission line was placed underground to prevent wire-strike mortality of migratory birds attracted to the restored marsh.  Extensive coordination with two Tribes was necessary to protect known archaeological resource sites throughout the area as well as the new ones that were discovered during construction. The diverse partnerships allowed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to construct this large tidal salt marsh restoration project on federally-owned lands within an estuary that has been tremendously impacted by diking, draining, and conversion of tidal wetlands to agriculture.  

5. Project Need and Resource Benefits/Outputs (2 pages max.)
In 1995, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service began initial planning to expand Bandon Marsh National Wildlife Refuge to add the Ni-les’tun Unit.  The purpose of Refuge expansion was to acquire privately-owned diked lowland pastures and restore tidal salt marsh habitat that occurred there historically.  Because of the size and complexity of this project the USFWS immediately began a partnership effort that continued to grow throughout the life of the project.   The goal of the restoration project was to improve estuarine health and productivity, and to restore habitats directly benefiting a wide array of estuary-dependent fish, wildlife and invertebrate populations and native plants.  The restoration of tidal wetlands is in direct supports the State of Oregon Wildlife Action Plan (Oregon Conservation Strategy), Pacific Coast Joint Venture’s Strategic Plan, Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds, Coquille Watershed Association’s Action Plan, NOAA- Fisheries Coquille Basin Subbasin Plan for Recovery of Threatened Coho Salmon, and The Nature Conservancy  Pacific Northwest Coast Ecoregional Assessment- Conservation Action Plan. 

In particular, the Bandon Marsh tidal salt marsh restoration is considered an important project contributing to State of Oregon and Federal objectives to restore the ecological function of Oregon Coastal aquatic ecosystems. One of the key goals of restoration efforts in the Coquille River basin is to augment production of Oregon Coast Federally threatened coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch).  In the period from 1850-2000 tidal marsh and freshwater wetlands in the basin were reduced by a minimum of 94% due to diking, draining, and tidegating activities.  In combination with other factors, this reduction in aquatic habitat has reduced coho, steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) , and fall Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)  populations to roughly 8-12% of the total number of wild/natural spawners that returned to the basin prior to 1870.

The Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds was developed under guidance of the governor’s office with the mission statement of "Restoring our native fish populations, and the aquatic systems that support them to productive and sustainable levels that will provide substantial environmental, cultural, and economic benefits.” Major components of the plan include working with landowners to increase salmon runs, providing for clean water, and bringing increased economic viability for local communities through improved ecological services provided by aquatic habitats.  The Oregon Coastal Coho Conservation Plan specifically identifies estuary and wetland habitats as strategically important for production of coho.  

Coho salmon were ESA listed as threatened following steady declines in the 1980’s and 1990’s.  The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has worked with states and local governments to administer conservation of coho under ESA rules since listing.  Regional NMFS staff coordinate with pertinent agencies/organizations including Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), Watershed Councils, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), and others to conserve and improve coho habitats from headwater streams to estuaries in Oregon Coastal basins.  Accordingly, the Coquille River basin is considered a key watershed for restoration of ESA listed Oregon Coast coho, and non-listed fall Chinook and winter steelhead.

Local communities in the Coquille River basin benefit substantially from recreational and commercial salmon fisheries.  There is strong local level support for increasing salmon populations.  Further opportunities for habitat restoration are anticipated through time as agency and private organizations’ education efforts increase the local knowledge of how habitat improvements are linked to wild/natural salmon production. 

Migratory birds including shorebirds and waterfowl will benefit greatly from the restoration of tidal wetlands.  Bandon Marsh National Wildlife Refuge has recorded some of the highest estuarine density use by shorebirds in Oregon including more than 75,000 western sandpipers (Calidris mauri) on a single day. The Refuge is recognized within the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network's Conservation Plan for the Western Sandpiper as one of twenty-five most important migratory stopover habitats for western sandpipers.  These 25 sites support a large proportion of the western sandpiper global population.  In addition, the Coquille River Valley from Riverton to Myrtle Point, just upstream from the restoration area, constitutes the largest coastal dabbling duck wintering area between San Francisco Bay, California and Puget Sound, Washington.  Restoration of tidal wetlands within the study area will support numerous and diverse species of shorebirds and waterfowl.  In recognition of the anticipated value to shorebirds, the New Carissa Oil Spill Trustees provided major funding to the project to restore shorebird habitat.
This project's high visibility and substantial restoration investment call for targeted monitoring to document results, guide adaptive management, and disseminate lessons learned.  Baseline monitoring was completed in 2010-2011, proving the team's capability and the efficacy of the selected protocols. Post restoration monitoring has been funded by the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and will be conducted by Oregon State University, Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians, Green Point Consulting, Ducks Unlimited, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Extensive collaborative partnerships and an active outreach program will leverage results.  The post restoration monitoring will be conducted for 5 years, and will track a suite of responses within the site’s 3 sub-basins and the associated reference wetland. The monitoring program follows national, regional and state standards and is tightly linked to project goals. Spatial and temporal sample design emphasizes nested and embedded sampling to enable determination of linkages between controlling factors, structural and biological characteristics, and functional outcomes. Monitoring elements include tidal hydrology, channel morphology, plant communities, bird use, non-native and invasive plant species, groundwater hydrology, soils, water quality, salmonid populations and behavior, and macroinvertebrates (salmonid prey).

6. Partnership functioning - Funding & Other Support (1 page max.) 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Funding - $3,571,536 for restoration and monitoring and extensive in-kind support dating back to 1995.  Land acquisition funding $1,477,028. 

Planning for Refuge expansion, land acquisition, partnership management, design, environmental review, NEPA compliance, permitting, engineering, funding, construction 

Ducks Unlimited – Wetlands and Waterfowl Conservation NGO

Funding - $142,000 and extensive in-kind support.
DU was involved with the project from 2000-2011 providing surveying, project design, engineering, grant assistance, funding, contracting, and construction management.

New Carissa Oil Spill Trustees – Federal and Tribal Representatives for Oil Spill Restoration

Funding - $1,625,000 and in-kind support.

The trustees worked for years to document and make the case to the 

U.S. Coast Guard for providing funding to the restoration project to restore shorebirds lost in the New Carissa Oil Spill

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board – State Agency

Funding - $1,098,765 for restoration and pre restoration monitoring and $157,117 for post restoration monitoring.

Funding was provided as grants to Duck Unlimited
Federal Highway Administration – Federal Agency

Funding - $4,200,000 

Managed all aspect of the North Bank Lane road improvement project including funding, environmental review, NEPA compliance, permitting, planning, design, contracting, and construction management.

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation – National Foundation

Funding - $45,000

Technical assistance grant provided to Ducks Unlimited

Coquille Indian Tribe – Tribal Government

Extensive in-kind support dating to the mid-1990’s

Planning, design, research, archaeological assessment, construction monitoring

Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians - Tribal Government

Extensive in-kind support

Planning, design, pre and post restoration monitoring, construction management, fish protection/salvage during construction, grant writing.

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife – State Agency

In-kind support

Planning, design, construction management, and fish protection/salvage during construction.

Estuary Technical Group of the Institute for Applied Ecology

Extensive in-kind support

Project planning, design, engineering, and pre and post restoration monitoring design and implementation.  Lead entity for monitoring and securing grant funds for monitoring.

Byram Archaeological Consulting

Extensive in-kind support dating to the mid-1990’s

Archaelological research, assessment, monitoring, protection, and permitting.
The Nature Conservancy

In-kind support

Land acquisition, funding support, Communications and outreach
Cape Arago Audubon Society

Funding - $10,000

Cash contribution to the restoration project

Anaflor Q. Smith – Private Landowner

In-kind value - $400,000

Donated 34 acres of land crucial to completing the restoration project
Oregon Habitat Joint Venture

In-kind Support

Communications, outreach and project support
Additional Partners

Bandon Dunes Golf Resort / Bandon Biota

Bandon Marsh NWR Volunteers

Coos County Board of Commissioners

Coos County Road Department

Coos-Curry Electrical Cooperative, Inc.

Coquille Watershed Association

Freshwater Trust

Friends of Southern Oregon Coastal Refuges

Jerome Johnson

Oregon Department of Transportation

Oregon State University

Pacific Coast Joint Venture

Port of Bandon

Portland State University

Roseburg Forest Products

Southern Oregon University

The Archaeological Conservancy

The Wetlands Conservancy

Tom Breschini

U.S. Coast Guard – National Pollution Fund Center

U.S. Geological Survey

University of Chicago

University of Denver

University of Oregon

University of Wisconsin Eau Claire

7. Team Partners: 

Name: Dave Ledig*

Title or position: Refuge Manager
Agency or Organization: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Address: P.O. Box 99

City, State and Zip Key: Bandon, OR 97411

Tel: 541-347-1470

Cell: 541-270-3191

Fax: 541-347-9376

Email: David_Ledig@fws.gov

Name: Roy W. Lowe*

Title or position: Project Leader

Agency or Organization: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Address: 2127 SE Marine Science Drive

City, State and Zip Key: Newport, OR 97365

Tel: 541-867-4550

Cell: 541-270-1864

Fax: 541-867-4551

Email: Roy_Lowe@fws.gov

Name: Dr. Bill Bridgeland

Title or position: Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Agency or Organization: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Address: P.O. Box 99

City, State and Zip Key: Bandon, OR 97411

Tel: 541-347-1470

Cell: 541-961-8695

Fax: 541-347-9376

Email: Bill_Bridgeland@fws.gov
Name: Madeleine Vander Heyden

Title or position: Oregon Coastal Program Coordinator

Agency or Organization: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Address: P.O. Box 99

City, State and Zip Key: Bandon, OR 97411

Tel: 541-347-1470

Cell: 541-270-3191

Fax: 541-347-9376

Email: Madeleine_VanderHeyden @fws.gov
Name: Khem So

Title or position: Geographer

Agency or Organization: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Address: 911 NE 11th Avenue

City, State and Zip Key: Portland, OR 974232

Tel: 503-231-6839

Cell: 541-961-5698

Fax: 503-231-6161

Email: Khem_So@fws.gov
Name: Mike Szumski

Title or position: Fish and Wildlife biologist

Agency or Organization: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Address: 2127 SE Marine Science Drive

City, State and Zip Key: Newport, OR 97365

Tel: 541-867-4558

Cell: 503-705-5747

Fax: 541-867-4551

Email: Mike Szumski @fws.gov

Name: Michael Hudson

Title or position: Supervisory Fish Biologist

Agency or Organization: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Address: 1211 SE Cardinal Court

City, State and Zip Key: Vancouver, WA 98683

Tel: 360-604-2575
Cell: 
Fax: 360-604-2505
Email: Michael​_Hudson @fws.gov
Name: Pat Hickey (Deceased)

Title or position: Region 1 Wage Grade Coordinator

Agency or Organization: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Address: P.O. Box 245
City, State and Zip Key: Hines, OR 97738
Tel: 503-863-8738
Cell: (Above contact info is for his surviving wife Debbie Hickey)
Fax: 

Email: 
Name: Jennifer Corwin

Title or position: Environmental Protection Specialist
Agency or Organization: Federal Highway Administration

Address: 610 East Fifth Street

City, State and Zip Key: Vancouver, WA 98661

Tel: 360-619-7623
Cell: 

Fax: 360-619-7846
Email: jennifer.corwin@fhwa.dot.gov
Name: Mike Odom

Title or position: Project Manager

Agency or Organization: Federal Highway Administration

Address: 610 East Fifth Street

City, State and Zip Key: Vancouver, WA 98661

Tel: 360-619-7568
Cell: 

Fax: 360-619-7846
Email: Mike.Odom@fhwa.dot.gov

Name: Randy Van Hoy*

Title or position: Regional Engineer

Agency or Organization: Ducks Unlimited

Address: 8910 SW River Bend Road

City, State and Zip Key: McMinnville, OR 97128

Tel: 503-835-0601
Cell: 503-550-3496

Fax: 503-835-0205
Email: rvanhoy@ducks.org
Name: Tom Dwyer
Title or position: Pacific Northwest Conservation Director
Agency or Organization: Ducks Unlimited

Address: 17800 SE Mill Plain Blvd, Suite 120

City, State and Zip Key: Vancouver, WA 98683

Tel: 360-885-2011
Cell: 360-901-7557
Fax: 360-885-2088
Email: tdwyer@ducks.org
Name: Chuck Lobdell

Title or position: Manager of Conservation Programs

Agency or Organization: Ducks Unlimited

Address: 17800 SE Mill Plain Blvd, Suite 120

City, State and Zip Key: Vancouver, WA 98683

Tel: 360-885-2011
Cell: 503-805-0641

Fax: 360-885-2088
Email: clobdell@ducks.org

Name: Pat Schulte

Title or position: Surveyor

Agency or Organization: Ducks Unlimited

Address: 17800 SE Mill Plain Blvd, Suite 120

City, State and Zip Key: Vancouver, WA 98683

Tel: 360-885-2011
Cell: 360-606-4252

Fax: 360-885-2088

Email: pschulte@ducks.org

Name: Stan van de Wetering*
Title or position: Aquatic Program Leader
Agency or Organization: Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians

Address: 201 SE Swan Ave

City, State and Zip Key: Siletz, OR 201 SE Swan Ave

Tel: 541-444-8294
Cell: 541-351-0126

Fax: 541-444-9688
Email: stanvandewetering@yahoo.com
Name: Don Ivy*
Title or position: Cultural Resources Program Coordinator

Agency or Organization: Coquille Indian Tribe

Address: P.O. Box 783

City, State and Zip Key: North Bend, OR 97459

Tel: 541-756-0904
Cell: 541-297-4967

Fax: 541-756-0847
Email: Donivy@coquilletribe.org
Name: Nicole Norris
Title or position: Archaeologist

Agency or Organization: Coquille Indian Tribe

Address: P.O. Box 783

City, State and Zip Key: North Bend, OR 97459

Tel: 541-756-0904
Cell:

Fax: 541-756-0847
Email: nicolenorris@coquilletribe.org
Name: Dr. Scott Byram
Title or position: Archaeologist

Agency or Organization: Byram Archeological Consulting
Address: 1782 Rose Street
City, State and Zip Key: Berkeley, CA 94703
Tel: 510-528-4978
Cell:541-954-2466
Fax: 

Email: scottbyram@earthlink.net
Name: Laura Brophy*
Title or position: Director

Agency or Organization: Estuary Technical Group, Institute for Applied Ecology                                   
Address: 2625 NW Mulkey Avenue

City, State and Zip Key: Corvallis, OR 97330

Tel: 541-752-7671
Cell: 541-760-1218

Fax: 541-752-7671
Email: brophyonline@gmail.com
Name: Christopher Claire
Title or position: Habitat Protection Biologist
Agency or Organization: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Address: P.O. Box 5003

City, State and Zip Key: Charleston, OR 97420

Tel: 541-888-5515 

Cell: 208-627-0046
Fax: 541-888-6860
Email: christopher.w.claire@state.or.us

Name: Tom Byler
Title or position: Executive Director
Agency or Organization: Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board

Address: 775 Summer Street, Suite 360

City, State and Zip Key: Salem, OR 97301

Tel: 503-986-0178 

Cell:

Fax: 503-986-0199
Email: Tom.Byler@state.or.us
Name: Mark Grenbemer
Title or position: Southwest Oregon Program Representative
Agency or Organization: Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board

Address: 221 Stewart Ave., Suite 201
City, State and Zip Key: Medford, OR 97501

Tel: 541-776-6062 

Cell:

Fax: 541-776-6262
Email: grenbemer.mark@deq.state.or.us
Name: Larry Mangan

Title or position: New Carissa Oil Spill Case Manager (Retired)

Agency or Organization: Bureau of Land Management
Address: 93780 Hillcrest Lane

City, State and Zip Key:  North Bend, OR 97459
Tel: 541-756-7543
Cell: 541-297-5985

Fax: 

Email: larrysylviamangan@verizon.net

Name: Krystyna Wolniakowski

Title or position: Director, Western Partnership Office
Agency or Organization: National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Address: 421 Southwest 6th Avenue, Suite 950

City, State and Zip Key: Portland, OR 97204

Tel: 503-417-8700 

Cell:

Fax: 503-417-8787
Email: Krystyna.Wolniakowski@nfwf.org
Name: Cathy Macdonald
Title or position: Director, of Conservation Programs
Agency or Organization: The Nature Conservancy
Address: 821 SE 14th Street
City, State and Zip Key: Portland, OR 97214

Tel: 503-802-8134
Cell:

Fax: 503-802-8199
Email: cmacdonald@tnc.org
Name: Jana Rofsky
Title or position: Land Protection Specialist
Agency or Organization: The Nature Conservancy
Address: 821 SE 14th Street
City, State and Zip Key: Portland, OR 97214

Tel: 503-802-8100
Cell: 503-780-2643
Fax: 503-802-8199
Email: jrofsky@tnc.org
Name: Eric Clough
Title or position: President
Agency or Organization: Cape Arago Audubon Society
Address: c/o P.O. Box 381
City, State and Zip Key: North Bend, OR 97459
Tel: 541-266-7382
Cell: 
Fax: 

Email: eclough@frontier.com
Name: Bruce Taylor
Title or position: Executive Director
Agency or Organization: Oregon Habitat Joint Venture
Address: 1880 Willamette Falls Dr.  Suite 200
City, State and Zip Key: West Linn, OR 97068
Tel: 503-697-3889
Cell: 971-235-6673
Fax: 503-697-3268
Email: btaylor.ohjv@gmail.com
