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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AND PARTNER AGENCIES RECEIVE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION PARTNERSHIP AWARD FOR MARINE DEBRIS CLEAN UP EFFORTS 

(MIAMI-DADE, September 7, 2011) – Miami-Dade County and partner agencies will receive the Coastal America Partnership Award, the highest level award from the President of the United States for partnership efforts to restore and protect marine environments.  The Card Sound Road Environmental Restoration Team is receiving the award for their efforts to protect and enhance a two square-mile area of high-quality coastal waters and wetlands surrounding a stretch of Card Sound Road near the Miami-Dade and Monroe County line.  The award will be presented on behalf of President Obama by Ms. Virginia K. Tippie, Director of Coastal America, at the Board of County Commissioners Chambers in Downtown Miami on Wednesday, September 14th at 2pm. 
“The team has reversed years of neglect and preserved, protected, and enhanced the entire Card Sound Road coastal area,” said the United States Secretary of Commerce, Mr. Gary Locke.  “This unique team of Federal, State and county agencies, nonprofit organizations, and volunteers achieved an outstanding environmental victory for coastal South Florida,” added The Secretary of Commerce.    
Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos A. Gimenez applauded this accomplishment by the Card Sound Road Environmental Restoration Team.  “The team succeeded in repairing years of environmental damage in the Card Sound area by leveraging local, state and federal agencies to fund the restoration.”

The Card Sound Road area, despite being part of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary and the Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserve, suffered from illegal and unsafe construction in and adjacent to the public right-of-way, discharges of sewage and other pollutants to public land and water, solid waste dumping, unauthorized dredging and filling, abandonment of boats and fishing gear, and illegal fishing practices.  These activities threatened not only water quality and wildlife, but also represented a risk to human health and safety and precluded lawful use of public waters by responsible boaters and other recreationists. 
The team partners receiving the award are: The Miami-Dade Department of Environmental Resources Management, Miami-Dade Police Department, Miami-Dade Public Works Department, Miami-Dade Department of Building and Neighborhood Compliance, the County Attorney’s Office, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), and the Audubon of Florida Tavernier Science Center.
A video about the Card Sound Road Project is available at www.miamidade.gov/derm/video_library.asp.  For more information about the Coastal America Partnership Award, visit www.coastalamerica.gov
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