COASTAL AMERICA 2011 AWARDS PROGRAM NOMINATION FORM

Please circle the award type (only one) you are recommending this team for:

Partnership Award   -   Spirit Award -   Special Recognition Award
1. Full Name of Nominated Team: Long Beach West Restoration Project Team 
2. Nominator Contact Information:
 Name:  Sharon Marino
 Title or position: Project Leader, Southern New England – New York Bight Coastal Program
 Agency or Organization: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
 Address: 50 Bend Rd.
 City, State and Zip: Charlestown, RI  02813
 Tel:  401-364-9124 ext. 41
 Cell: 413-658-5343
 Fax:  401-364-0170
 Email: Sharon_Marino@fws.gov
3. What is the lead Federal Agency (if any) for this project? (Or lead organization for Special Recognition Awards):  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4. Please provide a brief abstract overview of the project you are nominating:  The Long Beach West Restoration Project Team completed the restoration of a significant barrier beach in Stratford, CT and just received the Department of Interior Environmental Achievement Award.  This project took two years and was completed on April 15, 2011.  A total of 37 cottages, 25 outbuildings, 4 docks, retaining walls, debris, and trash including hazardous materials, which consisted of lead, asbestos, and PCBs were removed on 35-acres.  A significant amount of the debris was also recycled.  
This project prevented contaminants from being dispersed on the Great Meadows Unit of the Stewart B. McKinney NWR and surrounding environment which could have occurred during a large coastal storm.  Habitat was improved for federally- and state-listed species and the project also improved public access, aesthetics and safety issues at the site.   The site will return to a pristine barrier beach ecosystem for wildlife and people to enjoy.

This project supports Coastal America’s mission and goals.  In order to restore habitat, decrease contamination, and increase public safety at Long Beach West, extensive partnering took place with town, state, federal, NGO and private partners.  Our team worked together to protect, preserve, and restore a significant barrier beach and this project’s success was from the outstanding collaboration among our large team of partners.  We worked closely with the Northeast Regional Implementation Team from the beginning of this project and coordinated all aspects of the project with William Hubbard, Implementation Team Chair.  This was critical given the level of complexity and permitting needed on this project.  This activity was also proposed as an Innovative Readiness Training option for the NERIT but received adequate funding to complete outside this cycle.  
5. Project Need and Resource Benefits/Outputs:  Long Beach West in Stratford, Connecticut (CT) is a barrier beach that was developed.  Town property was leased to the public and houses were built establishing a seasonal community that used the site for many years.  In 1996, the wooden bridge providing access to the site was destroyed in a fire.  Rebuilding the bridge was too expensive for the town and leases were revoked and the site was abandoned.  Remaining at the site were thirty-seven cottages, twenty-five outbuildings, four docks, retaining walls, a pickup truck, debris, and trash.
Long Beach is part of the longest stretch of barrier beach in CT and contains regionally significant sand dunes, tidal wetlands, and sand flats.  Long Beach and the adjacent Pleasure Beach, shelter a 700-acre estuarine system which includes the Great Meadows Unit (GMU) of Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) that provides one of the most critical areas for birds in CT.  Notably, Long and Pleasure Beach together represent 20% of the undeveloped barrier beach habitat in CT and provides critical nesting habitat for federally threatened piping plovers and state threatened least terns, and other state-listed bird species, is an important migratory bird stopover area, and is home to five state listed plant species as well as critical shellfish beds.  This site is a Stewardship Area identified by the Long Island Sound Study because of the recreational and ecological significance.  In October 2008, Long Beach along with Pleasure Beach and the GMU of the Stewart B. McKinney NWR was recognized as an Important Bird Area by National Audubon Society.  Long Beach also provides public access to the Long Island Sound at the heart of a densely populated urban area, thereby making the permanent preservation of the area both a top conservation and a top recreation priority in the state, if not the region.

The restoration project proposed to remove all abandoned cottages, outbuildings, docks, and debris on Long Beach West in Stratford, CT, in order to restore barrier beach habitat.  The structures were a hazard to human safety and welfare, vandalized, deteriorating, and were an unattractive nuisance and hence a potential liability.  They contained contaminants that could pollute the environment, were a fire hazard, and no longer served a beneficial purpose.  In addition, their presence continued to impair dune stabilization and beach maintenance, had degraded habitat for state-listed plants, and had degraded and eliminated nesting, rearing, and feeding habitat for migratory birds, including federally- and state-listed endangered and threatened species and other species that are rare.  The cottages also provided shelter for feral cats, rats, and other predators of migratory birds.

In order to restore habitat, decrease contamination, and increase public safety at this site, this project involved extensive partnering with town, state, federal, and private partners.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) worked with the Town of Stratford, CT, the CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (CT DEEP), The Trust for Public Land, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), Audubon CT, Land-Tech Consultants, Inc., Ducks Unlimited, and the Fairfield County Community Foundation.  The USFWS Coastal Program was a major partner and secured $909,000 in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds for demolition and restoration at the site.  Other funding sources included the EPA’s Long Island Sound Study, Long Island Sound Futures Fund, the NFWF Dissolved Oxygen Benefit Fund, the CT DEP Long Island Sound Fund, and Fairfield County Community Foundation Grants.  Securing funding from all of these sources required a diverse partnership of Federal, State, Municipal and NGO entities.  
As part of the Environmental Assessment and permit process, many different branches of state government were consulted including the CT DEP Bureau of Natural Resources, CT DEP Inland Water Resources Division, CT DEP Office of Long Island Sound Program, CT Office of Policy and Management, and the CT State Historic Preservation Office.  Federal agencies were also consulted including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and an internal review within the USFWS.

This project contributed significantly to the protection and improvement of the environment and was taken on in the context of an ongoing effort by the USFWS to restore, protect, and preserve barrier beach habitats on the Atlantic coast for migratory birds and other wildlife that require it to complete their life cycles.  The restoration took place on 35 acres and all structures were removed (thirty-seven cottages, twenty-five outbuildings, four docks, retaining walls, debris, and trash) including hazardous materials which consisted of lead, asbestos, and PCBs.  A significant amount of the debris was also recycled.  

This project prevented contaminants from being dispersed on the Stewart B. McKinney NWR and surrounding environment which could have occurred during a large coastal storm.  Habitat was improved for federally- and state-listed species and the project also improved aesthetics and safety issues at the site.  This project and the process it went through would be applicable at other sites that are faced with similar situations.   The site will be returned to a pristine barrier beach ecosystem for wildlife and people to enjoy.  This project would not have been possible without the support of so many partners; and their successful cooperation to achieve the common goal of site restoration shows the importance of this site and the clean up that occurred. 

Monitoring and management of the nesting birds will continue in the future as well as invasive species control and protection of the state-listed plants on the site.  The Long Beach West Restoration Project Team is worthy of recognition and demonstrated creativity, ingenuity and played an active role in developing and implementing this outstanding partnership project which directly benefits the protection and enhancement of this important barrier beach.  
6. Partnership Functioning - Funding & Other Support: 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Managed the demolition and coordinated the entire project.  The USFWS contributed $909,000 of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding on this project.
Town of Stratford – Worked in partnership with USFWS during the demolition and supported all parts of this project.  Mr. Carey, the Town of Stratford Conservation Administrator, specifically assisted the USFWS with onsite direction regarding local resources and pre-demolition planning. During the 18 month planning process, Mr. Carey assisted in organizing the planning process on the local level including disseminating technical information to the local boards and commissions regarding the project. In addition, Mr. Carey assisted in the technical issues during the demolition of the project including solutions regarding soil remediation and invasive species control.   

The Trust for Public Land – Received and managed three public grants for this project - Environmental Protection Agency’s Long Island Sound Study Long Island Sound Futures Fund ($100,000), the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Dissolved Oxygen Benefit Fund ($53,000), the CT Department of Environmental Protection Long Island Sound Fund ($50,000) and several private grants, including $30,000 from the Fairfield County Community Foundation.  TPL supported all aspects of the project.
Audubon Connecticut – Provided technical expertise and support on this project, convened partners, assisted with grant-writing, worked with government officials at all levels in the planning process, worked with the Audubon D.C. Policy Office, Representative Rosa DeLauro and other partners to secure federal funding for the project, developed a conservation plan and funded bird surveys for the area and supported all aspects of the project.  

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection – Provided grant funds to TPL through CT Department of Environmental Protection Long Island Sound Fund ($50,000).  Also provided outstanding support during the permit process and assisted with the assessment and protection of federal and state-listed species.  
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency – Supported the award of the EPA’s Long Island Sound Study Long Island Sound Futures Fund grant ($100,000) in partnership with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  EPA also provided outstanding technical assistance during the contaminant remediation activities.
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation – Provided the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Dissolved Oxygen Benefit Fund grant ($53,000) and the.  This required grant management and support of the project.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Provided support on the review and permitting of this project.  In addition, William Hubbard assisted with coordination as the Regional Implementation Team Chair for Coastal America.  
Fairfield County Community Foundation – Provided a grant of $30,000 towards this project.  

Land-Tech Consultants, Inc. – Supported all aspects of the project including permitting and contractor oversight.  Contributed in-kind services to help this project get completed.
Ducks Unlimited – Provided support on habitat restoration efforts including invasive species removal and construction and placement of osprey nesting platforms.
U.S. Congresswoman Rosa L. DeLauro – Supported all aspects of this project and worked to secure the ARRA funding.
7. Team Partners: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
*Dale Aubin 
Senior Contracting Officer

Construction Team Leader
Contracting and General Services

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

300 Westgate Center Drive

Hadley, MA  01035-9589

(413) 253-8230 Phone

Dale_Aubin@fws.gov
*Sharon Marino 

Project Leader

Southern New England - New York Bight Coastal Program

50 Bend Rd.  

Charlestown, RI  02813-2503

401-364-9124 ext. 41

Sharon_Marino@fws.gov
*Andrew French

Project Leader

Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge

103 East Plumtree Rd.

Sunderland, MA  01375

413-548-8002 x111

Andrew_French@fws.gov

Diane Lynch

Senior Biologist 

Habitat Conservation

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

300 Westgate Center Drive

Hadley, MA  01035

413-253-8628
Diane_Lynch@fws.gov
Steve Hill 

Northeast Region Program Coordinator

Partners for Fish & Wildlife Program

Farm Bill Program

300 Westgate Center Drive

Hadley, MA  01035-9589

Phone: (413) 253-8614

Steve_Hill@fws.gov
Alex Hoar 
Ecological Services

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

300 Westgate Center Drive

Hadley, MA  01035

413-253-8631

Alex_Hoar@fws.gov
Christine Guimond 
Management Analyst / Admin Officer

Ecological Services Program, Region 5

Regional Office, Hadley, MA 01035

Tel:  413-253-8607

Email: Christine_Guimond@fws.gov
Susi vonOettingen 
Endangered Species Biologist

New England Field Office

70 Commercial St., Suite 300

Concord, NH 03301

603-223-2541 ext. 22

Susi_vonOettingen@fws.gov
Ken Munney 

Environmental Contaminants

New England Field Office

70 Commercial St - Suite 300

Concord, NH 03301

603-223-2541, ext.19

Kenneth_Munney@fws.gov
Andrew Major 
Environmental Contaminants

New England Field Office

70 Commercial St - Suite 300

Concord, NH 03301

603-223-2541

Andrew_Major@fws.gov
Terri Edwards  
Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

300 Westgate Center Dr.

Hadley, MA 01035

413/253-8324 

Terri_Edwards@fws.gov
Keith Shannon

External Affairs

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

300 Westgate Center Dr.

Hadley, MA 01035

646-427-2177

Keith_Shannon@fws.gov
Andrew MacLachlan 
Senior GIS Biologist

Southern New England – New York Bight Coastal Program

50 Bend Road 

Charlestown, RI  02813

(401) 364-9124 x13

Andrew_MacLachlan@fws.gov
Sheree Ross 

Administrative Office Assistant

Southern New England – New York Bight Coastal Program

50 Bend Road

Charlestown, RI 02813

Phone: (401)364-9124 x10 

Sheree_Ross@fws.gov
Gayle Kimball 
Administrative Officer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

50 Bend Road

Charlestown RI  02813

401-364-9124 x14

Gayle_Kimball@fws.gov
Kevin Ortyl 

Regional Facility Manager

Division of Refuge Field Support

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

300 Westgate Center Drive

Hadley, MA 01035

413.253.8626

Kevin_Ortyl@fws.gov  
Richard Potvin 
Refuge Manager

Stewart B McKinney NWR

733 Old Clinton Road

Westbrook, CT 06498

860-399-2513 x116
Richard_Potvin@fws.gov
Donna Stovall 
Deputy Assistant Regional Director
Budget and Administration

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

300 Westgate Center Drive

Hadley, MA   01035

(413) 253-8220

Donna_Stovall@fws.gov
Laura Conant 

Contract Specialist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Division of Contracting and General Services

300 Westgate Center Drive

Hadley MA 01035

Tel:  413.253.8237

Laura_Conant@fws.gov
Trust for Public Land 
*Alicia Betty
Project Manager/State Director of Philanthropy

The Trust for Public Land, CT Office

101 Whitney Ave. New Haven CT 06510

203-777-7367 ex. 1
Alicia.Betty@tpl.org
Caitlin Fisher

Project and Philanthropy Assistant

The Trust for Public Land, CT Office

101 Whitney Ave. New Haven CT 06510

203-777-7367 ex. 2

Caitlin.Fisher@tpl.org 

Lisa Bassani (formerly Project Manager at TPL)

Program Manager, Tropical Resources Institute

Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies

205 Prospect Street

New Haven, CT 06511

203-432-3660

lisa.bassani@yale.edu
Melissa Spear (formerly Project Manager and State Director at TPL)

Executive Director

Common Ground Center for Environmental Learning and Leadership
358 Springside Avenue

New Haven, CT 06515-1024

mspear@commongroundct.org
Town of Stratford 
Mayor John Harkins

Town of Stratford

2725 Main Street

Stratford, CT  06615

(203) 385-4001

jharkins@townofstratford.com
*Brian Carey 

Conservation Administrator

Town of Stratford

550 Patterson Avenue

Stratford, CT  06614

(203) 385-4006

bcarey@townofstratford.com

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
*Kate Brown

Grants and Outreach Coordinator

Office of Long Island Sound Programs

Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3652

kate.brown@ct.gov
Kristen Bellantuono

Environmental Analyst, Permitting and Enforcement Section

Office of Long Island Sound Programs

Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3917

kristen.bellantuono@ct.gov
Sharon Yurasevecz

Civil Environmental Engineer

Inland Water Resources Division

Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street  Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3861

sharon.yurasevecz@ct.gov
Ross Bunnell

Sanitary Engineer

Waste Engineering and Enforcement Division

Bureau of Materials Management and Compliance Assurance

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3274

ross.bunnell@ct.gov
Nancy Murray

Environmental Analyst

Wildlife Division

Bureau of Natural Resources

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3589

Nancy.murray@ct.gov
Karen Zyko

Environmental Analyst

Wildlife Division

Bureau of Natural Resources

 Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3378

karen.zyko@ct.gov
Jenny Dickson

Supervising Wildlife Biologist

Wildlife Division

Bureau of Natural Resources

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3494 or (860) 675-8130

jenny.dickson@ct.gov
Julie Victoria

Wildlife Biologist

Wildlife Division

Bureau of Natural Resources

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 642-7239

julie.victoria@ct.gov
Karen Allen

Sanitary Engineer

Water Permitting and Enforcement Division

Bureau of Materials Management and Compliance Assurance

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3842

karen.allen@ct.gov
Harry Yamalis

Habitat Restoration Coordinator

Office of Long Island Sound Programs

Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3620

harry.yamalis@ct.gov
Carol Szymanski

Environmental Planner

Office of Long Island Sound Programs

Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3138

carol.szymanski@ct.gov
Ron Curran

Environmental Analyst

Remediation Division

Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3764

ronald.curran@ct.gov
David McKeegan

Environmental Analyst

Waste Engineering and Enforcement Division

Bureau Materials Management and Compliance Assurance

Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT  06106-5127

(860) 424-3313

david.mckeegan@ct.gov
Audubon Connecticut

*Patrick Comins

Director of Bird Conservation

Audubon Connecticut

185 East Flat Hill Road

Southbury, CT 06488

(203) 264-5098

pcomins@audubon.org

Sandy Breslin

Director of Governmental Affairs

Audubon Connecticut

185 East Flat Hill Road

Southbury, CT 06488

(203) 264-5098

sbreslin@audubon.org
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

*Lynn Dwyer

Assistant Director, Northeast, Eastern Partnership Office

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

40 West 4th Street, #151

Patchogue, NY 11772

631-627-3488

Lynn.Dwyer@NFWF.ORG
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

*Mark Tedesco, Director
EPA Long Island Sound Office

Government Center, Suite 9-11

888 Washington Blvd.

Stamford, CT  06904-2152

Phone: 203-977-1541

tedesco.mark@epa.gov

Fairfield County Community Foundation 
*Dorcas Blue 

Program Director, Fairfield County Community Foundation

383 Main Avenue

Norwalk, CT 06851-1543

dblue@fccf.org
203.750.3200

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
*William A. Hubbard

Chief, Evaluation Branch

New England District

US Army Corps of Engineers

696 Virginia Road

Concord, MA 01742-2751

Phone: (978) 318-8552

William.A.Hubbard@usace.army.mil
Land-Tech Consultants, Inc.

*Robert Jontos, Partner

Land-Tech Consultants, Inc.

205 Playhouse Corner

Southbury, CT 06488

203-264-8300, Ext. 13

rjontos1@landtechconsult.com
Ducks Unlimited 

*Dennis L. McDonough, P.E.

Director of Conservation Services

Ducks Unlimited, Great Lakes Atlantic Regional Office

1220 Eisenhower Place

Ann Arbor, MI 48108

734-623-2000

dmcdonough@ducks.org
*U.S. Congresswoman Rosa L. DeLauro

Main District Office

59 Elm Street

New Haven, CT  06510

203-562-3718

8.  Additional Information

Link to access a video on this project 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXlbeUDWJLc
Link to the official ARRA website which includes additional project information and pictures

http://recovery.doi.gov/press/us-fish-and-wildlife-service/barrier-beach-restoration-on-long-beach-west/
10

