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Partner Update: July 20, 2010

Conference Date and Location


July 17 through 21, 2011, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Chicago, Illinois
Conference Theme

In keeping with our location and acknowledging our changing coastal and ocean landscape, the conference theme is Winds of Change: Great Lakes, Great Oceans, Great Communities.
Conference Tracks 
Sessions will be organized around four conference tracks:

1) Planning for Resilient Great Lakes, Coasts and Ecosystems: Intended audience - coastal planners, managers and policymakers. This theme will focus on sustainable planning and management in the coastal zone. It will include broad policy topics such as ecosystem-based management, enhancing coastal resilience, and national policy priorities such as Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning, and improving coastal governance through coordination and support. 

Example panels/sessions may include: coastal and marine spatial planning (CMSP), applications of ecosystem-based management, integrated management in the coastal zone, smart growth, climate change adaptation, coastal hazards, water resource management, or beach nourishment. 
2) Healthy Habitats, Healthy Coastal and Great Lakes Communities: Intended audience – “on the ground” coastal managers, state flood plain managers, marine transportation sector directors, marine resource managers, parks and recreation directors, recreational fishing interests, agricultural interests, conservationists. The topics in this theme are related to the ecosystem services that support and are provided by healthy habitats, and how to manage those services to sustain healthy coastal communities. 

Example panels/sessions in this track may include: habitat restoration, water quality and quantity, sediment management, nutrient management, coastal management, reducing risks and vulnerability to coastal hazards, environmental stewardship, air quality, ocean acidification, integrating ocean and coastal uses with habitat management (marine transportation, recreation, energy development, conservation/protected areas, etc)  and valuing ecosystem services.
3) Observing, Modeling, and Monitoring: Intended audience - scientists, modelers, researchers, and communication specialists. This theme will focus on collecting and using coastal, ocean and Great Lakes data, observation, models and monitoring to inform decision making and improve understanding. 
Example panels/sessions in this track may include: coastal, lake, and ocean observing systems, water quality modeling, monitoring, fostering integration and collaborative collection of data and information.

4) Vibrant Coastal, Great Lakes, and Marine Economies: Intended audience - infrastructure managers/planners, marine facility operators and managers, emergency planners and responders, coastal and shipping industry representatives, fishermen, agricultural interests, and coastal/offshore energy developers. This track will focus on creating vibrant and sustainable coastal and marine economies through support of sustainable marine infrastructure and transportation, and development of working waterfronts and coastal industries that support healthy and resilient coastal communities.  
Example panels/sessions in this track may include: working waterfronts, planning for and maintaining coastal infrastructure, operational oceanography, dredging, marine transportation, control and mitigation of pollutants on the marine environment, renewable energy development, fisheries, ports, and other human uses.
Focus Areas 

Presentations should emphasize one of four focus areas:
1) Governance and Policy - Implementation of the U.S. National Ocean Policy and International Policy Initiatives

2) Implementation - Actions and Planning at international, National, Regional and Local Scales
3) Measuring Success – Beyond Performance: Understanding Economic and Social Values and Benefits  

4) Outreach and Engagement - Connecting and Coordinating Stakeholders through Social Media, Outreach, Education, Training, Tools and Technology 
Save the Date Card
The Save the Date will be mailed/emailed in July and available on the conference website (http://www.doi.gov/initiatives/CZ11/index.htm).
Call for Abstracts, Poster Sessions, Café Conversations, and Special Sessions
The call for abstracts will be mailed/emailed in July and August and on the conference website. Abstracts are due October 8, 2010, via an on-line submission form. Special sessions and poster sessions are encouraged.

Conference Website
The conference website will be updated with information and frequently asked questions. (http://www.doi.gov/initiatives/CZ11/index.htm)
Sponsors and Exhibits
For more information about being a sponsor or exhibitor at CZ11, please e-mail Lynne Mersfelder-Lewis (Lynne.Mersfelder@noaa.gov). 

Associated Meetings
If you are interested in hosting a meeting at CZ11, please e-mail your space needs and potential dates to Gale Peek (Gale.Peek@noaa.gov). 

Upcoming Activities
In the coming months, we’ll identify plenary and lunch speakers, exhibitors, plan field trips, and continue promoting the conference. Join us.
Please join me for the Coastal Zone Conference (CZ11) in Chicago - July 17-21, 2011
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